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describing the material (pp. i-ii), the author takes up in turn the 
detailed study of the skulls (pp. 11-55) ^ii"i the race-question (pp. 
55-65). Among the conclusions from the craniological point of view 
are the following : The ancient Eg3^tian type is dolichocephalic-meso- 
cephalic, with but a small (6.9 per cent.) brachicephalic element. The 
prominence of the occipital squama is characteristic. The face is meso- 
prosopic, the nose mesorrhine, the eye mesoconch. The ancient Egyp- 
tians were an orthognathic race. Taking all things into consideration 
their craniological type was of no extreme form, but Pruner Bey's dis- 
tinction between ^h^fine and "nhtt gross types (represented to-day in the 
Fellaheen and the Copts) is confirmed. The question of negroid influence 
upon the ancient Egyptian skull-form is still open, likewise the question 
in how far the gross type and the mixed form influenced by the negroid 
are one and the same. There seems also some evidence that with rise of 
civilization occurred an increase in the size of the brain (influencing the 
size and form of the skull), and a corresponding decrease with retro- 
gression in culture. 

Concerning questions of race, Dr Oetteking holds: i. So far as is 
now known, man appeared in Egypt in the present geological period 
(alluvium). 2. The Egyptian people is ethnically composite. 3. Its 
elements are : Bushmen, Negroes, Libyans, and Hamito-Semites. 4. The 
influence of these races upon the Egyptian skull cannot yet be given 
exact craniometric expression. 5. The fundamental division into fine 
and gross types is demonstrable at all periods of the ethnic development 
of the Egyptians. 6. The average type of the ancient Egyptian resembles 
most the Hamito-Semitic. 

A good bibliography (pp. 66-69, two columns to the page) is ap- 
pended. 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 

La Parole Huniaine. Etudes de philologie nouvelle d'apres une langue d' 
Amerique. Par A. Berloin. Paris: Montreal; 1908. 221 pp. 

This is a curious book. Twenty or more years ago the author came 
into contact with the Canadian Algonquin (the linguistic material is 
largely Cree and Algonquin of Cuoq, with some Ojibwa) , and, interested 
in their " Algic " speech, as he calls it, using Schoolcraft's invention, he 
went into the matter deeper and deeper, finding in this savage language 
" marks of affinity with European tongues, relations of physical and meta- 
physical order, and besides, curious concordances with the Bible. ' ' Pages 
20-118 are occupied by an interesting sketch of the phonetics, morphol- 
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ogy, and grammar of the Algonquin language, and some hazardous views 
in semantics and etymology are set forth, particularly as to the signifi- 
cance of consonants and vowels. Chapters x-xii (pp. 1 18-170) are con- 
cerned with " linguistic affinities " between the "Algic" and various 
Aryan tongues (Sanskrit, Greek, Latin, German, English, etc.), which 
are thought to be beyond the range of mere chance. Such, e. g. , are the 
following : 

Algic asin German stein, 

aki (land) Latin ager. 

kin (pointed) English keen. 

ikwe (woman) Latin uxor. 

pirn (fat) Latin opimus. 

tip (measure) Latin typus. 

wiw (woman) English wife. 

By means of vocal and consonantal interchanges many more of such 
"concordances" are made out. Their impossibility as linguistic evi- 
dence is seen when one glances into the etymology, e. g. , of the English 
word keen or the Latin opimus. The author's exploitation of the three 
" fundamental phonemes a, i, " is interesting but quite outre. Some of 
the grammatical " coincidences ' ' are even more so, — it is asked, whether 
the Latin future -bo, imperfect -batn, German past participle ge-, are not 
identical with " Algic ' ' -wi, -ban, ki-. All this leads the author to the con- 
clusion that the " Algic " is rather the primitive trunk of Indo-European 
speech than a mere sister -language of the family. After chapters on 
natural language and the philosophy of language, M. Berloin goes still 
farther afield, declaring (p. 192) that " from whatever side we set out, 
we reach Algic, and, why, therefore, is not Algic the natural language 
of man ?" In the last brief chapter (pp. 207-216) he asserts that pos- 
sessing the characteristics here discussed, " Algic " is really the primitive 
language of mankind, having escaped the general confusion of Babel, 
that linguistic cataclysm which submerged the rest. In an out-of-the- 
way corner of America lives yet " the tongue spoken by our first parent 
in Eden, when his mind awoke to the knowledge of divine and human 
things and his mouth sought to utter them at the initiative of the Creator 
himself ' ' But there is more poetry than truth in these words of an aged 
enthusiast ! 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 



